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AMENDMENT/RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



September 24, 2004 

Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



This is in response to the Office Action mailed on May 24, 2004 (the "Office Action"). Claims 
1-20 are pending in the application. Claims 1-6, 8-14 and 18-20 have been rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,273,318 of Nakayama et al. 
("Nakayama f 318"). Claims 15-17 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nakayama '318 in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,366,247 of Fischer ("Fischer 
'247"). Claim 7 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakayama '318 in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,145,617 of Hermanson et al. ("Hermanson f 617"). 
In addition, the drawings have been objected to based upon informalities. 

On September 15, 2004, Examiner James Allen Shriver, II and counsel for Applicant conducted 
a telephone interview, the substance of which is summarized in Applicants "Written Statement 

{06975_00/2001/00637743.DOC.} 



Sir: 



Regarding Telephone Interview Pursuant To 37 C.F.R. § 1.133(b)" which was filed on 
September 21, 2004. As described more fully below, the amendments discussed during the 
telephone interview and agreed to by Examiner Shriver have been incorporated into this 
Amendment/Response to Office Action. 

More particularly, Applicant has now amended the claims of his application to address the 
rejections cited in the Office Action. Indeed, Applicant has amended claim 1, and by 
dependency therefrom claims 2-18, and claim 19, and by dependency therefrom claim 20, as 
described in more detail below. In addition, Applicant has canceled claim 4. Applicant has also 
addressed the objections to Figure 5 based upon the informalities cited in the Office Action. 
Finally, Applicant offers the following remarks to address the rejections of his claims and the 
objections to his drawings. Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the application in 
view of such remarks and amendments. 

Because no claims are being added beyond the number for which a fee was previously paid, the 
filing of this Amendment/Response to Office Action does not require the payment of an 
additional filing fee. Applicant submits herewith a Petition for Extension of Time in which to 
Respond to Office Action and a check in the amount of $55.00 to cover the fee for a one-month 
extension. 
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